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Abstract— This research investigates students' attitudes towards learning English in Private Universities. 
Attitude is considered as a necessary component in language learning. Therefore, a positive attitude is 
considered as one of the important factors that have an impact on language learning. By providing insight 
into the attitudes of Private Universities students towards learning English, it contributes to the teaching of 
English as a foreign language. The main purpose of this research is to reveal students’ attitudes towards 
learning English and find out how to make their attitudes positive. Language educators who know how to 
develop positive attitudes in students will be able to conduct interesting and effective classroom activities; 
get them to be more successful in learning English. The researcher points out that the main problem is the 
fact that students in Private Universities are not encouraged to English. This is one of the reasons why they 
have negative attitudes towards learning English. Students have a perception that they are forced to learn 
English. This causes them to be unwilling to learn English and develop target language skills. The researcher 
made use a questionnaire to obtain data about the learners’ attitudes and analyse them. The random 
sampling technique was used. All the first- and second-year students at English department of the college in 
Private Universities were selected randomly for the study. The English department had 214 first- and second- 
year students. The study revealed the fact that students have negative attitudes towards learning English in 
terms of emotional, behavioural and cognitive aspects. Thus, the first hypothesis is supported. As there is a 
Statistically significant difference in Private Universities students’ attitudes towards learning English 
language by gender, the second hypothesis is supported. The third hypothesis is supported by the fact that 
there is a statistically significant difference in Private Universities students’ attitudes towards learning 
English language according to the duration of the study. According to the correlation test, the researcher 
came to the conclusion that there is correlation between three attitude factors: cognitive, behavioural and 
emotional. According to the correlation test, the researcher found out that cognitive has negative correlation 
(r=.-.249™ p<0.01) with Behaviour. Concerning the negative of the linear relationship is moderately strong 
between cognitive and behaviour, cognitive has negative correlation (r=.-.330"" p<0.01) with Emotional. 
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The negative of the linear relationship is moderately strong between cognitive and Emotional, and 


Behavioural has negative correlation (r=.-.336°" p<0.01) with Emotional. The negative of the linear 


relationship is moderately strong between Emotional and behaviour, therefore hypotheses four supported. 


Concerning the experimental negative attitude towards learning English, the university lecturers are 


recommended to establish a motivating feeling in the English lessons to promote the students’ positive 


attitudes towards learning English. Lecturers also should highlight the significance of learning English. 


Keywords— Students’ attitude, Personality, Learning English, Higher Education. 


I. INTRODUCTION 


Education is considered to be a powerful method which aids 
to change the behaviour of the students based on their needs 
and expectation of the society. Student attitude is 
considered an essential part of learning; consequently, it 
becomes an important element of second language learning. 
English language has an important role in many societies as 
it is the language which separates influential class from the 
rest of individual who lives in society (Abdullah & Othman, 
2019). According to Anwar & Abdullah, (2021), concerning 
Individual’s attitudes towards the learning English 
language, they state that it is the learning context that might 
explain their success in learning a language. Many lecturers 
have different strategies used in their class in order to 
recognize the target students’ attitudes (Gardi et al. 2020) 
attitudes towards a specific language could be either 
positive or negative. Attitudes towards learning English 
language have an impact on behaviours such as choosing 
and reading books, listening to English radio, watching 
English channels etc. Particularly in academic, in case a 
student has a positive attitude towards learning English 
language, they will be able to attain many things in that 
particular area (Prabhu et al. 2020). 


Many students begin learning English from primary school; 
some others from kindergarten or even from day care; 
however, the issue is that many of them are not able to 
accomplish the desired level of English proficiency, the 
main reason is de-motivation of students in all levels 
(Anwar & Shukur, 2015). ‘Attitude’ is as somebody's 
thoughts or emotional state regarding to something, 
particularly as exposed in their behaviour. Section two of 
this research consists of Literature Review that will look 
into various studies, theories, attitude definitions, 
importance of attitudes and attitude components. Learning 
a new language is the powerful instrument which aids to 
adjust the behaviour of the student with regard to their 
desires and expectation of the society (Sultan et al. 2020). 
Student’s attitude is an essential portion of learning; 
consequently, attitude is considered a vital factor of 
language learning (Abdullah & Othman, 2015). Attitude 
towards learning English is supposed to affect attitude for 
instance choosing and reading the right material, 
communicating with a native English speaker and so on 
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(Top & Ali, 2021). Particularly in University, if students 
have a positive attitude towards a particular topic, they will 
be able to attain numerous things in that particular field. 
There is a relation between learning language and the 
environmental mechanisms in which the students were 
grown up (Demir et al. 2020). Both positive and negative 
attitudes will have a huge influence on the achievement of 
learning the English language. According to Gardi, (2021), 
several factors that have impact on learning the English 
language process for instance, attitude, age, anxiety, 
aptitudes, gender, personality and so on ((Ismael et al. 
2021). Anwar & Abd Zebari, (2015) argue that learning a 
new language could aid students in demonstrating their 
idea, thoughts and opinion. This research concentrates on 
the idea of attitude as the main affective aspects for 
achievements in learning a new language (Ali, 2021). In 
more detail, it examines Private Universities students' 
attitudes towards learning English language, focusing on 
three aspects of attitude (emotional, behavioural and 
cognitive). Furthermore, it attempts to define the effect of 
students’ demographic profile for instance, gender, field 
and year of study on attitudes towards learning English. 


Research Objectives 


The main objectives to examine Private Universities 
students’ attitudes towards English language learning are; 


1. To examine Private Universities students’ attitudes 
towards learning English. 

2. To figure out students’ perceptions towards the 
learning of the literature component in the English 
language. 

3. To investigate the attitudes of Private Universities 
students ‘towards learning English and examine 
student’s awareness of the assortment of English. 

4. To study Private Universities students’ attitudes 
towards the current learning English process and 
practice. 

5. To present the factors that might have impacts on 
students towards learning English. 


Purpose of the study 


The main purpose of this research to investigate students’ 
attitudes towards learning English and provide education 
providers with insights into students’ attitudes towards 
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learning English and the development of positive student 
attitude so that they can give more importance to the 
students’ requirements and interests in learning English and 
facilitate their achievements. 


Statement of the problem 


As for the students learning English as a foreign language 
in Private Universities, it is significant that students have 
positive attitudes towards the target language, which is 
English. Othman et al. (2019) proved that positive attitude 
is correlated with success in learning English and high level 
of student’s attitude will generate more effective language 
learners. In addition, second language learners get 
advantages from positive attitudes which lead to successful 
accomplishment of proficiency, on the other hand negative 
attitude of students will lead to decrease motivation and 
unsuccessful accomplishment of proficiency (Khan & 
Abdullah, 2019). Therefore, the researcher points out the 
main research problem are that students in Private 
Universities are not encouraged and they have negative 
attitudes towards learning English. Students at Private 
Universities feel they are forced to learn English (Ali, 
2020). This is one the factors which lead to decrease 
effectiveness and result in inefficient language learning. 
Many students in the Kurdistan region of Iraq have 
difficulties in learning English language due to the lack of 
motivation which leads to negative attitude towards 
learning English resulting inefficient language learning 
(Othman et al. 2019). Currently, the problem is whether 
students are willing or unwilling to learn English. It is 
important to show whether there is a statistically significant 
difference between students’ attitudes towards learning 
English and their gender or their years of study (Andavar et 
al. 2020). 


Research Questions 


e What are the factors that have impacts on students' 
attitudes towards learning English in Private 
Universities? 

e Js there a correlation between emotional, 
behavioural and cognitive aspects towards 
learning English as a second language? 

e Is there a statistical difference between male and 
female students’ attitudes towards learning 
English in Private Universities? 

e Is there a statistical difference between students’ 
attitudes towards learning English in Private 
Universities and the years of study? 


Research Hypotheses 


The addressed hypotheses for this research are: 
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H1: Students have negative attitudes towards learning 
English in terms of emotional behavioural and cognitive 
aspects. 


H2: There is a statistically significant difference in Private 
Universities students’ attitudes towards learning English 
language by gender. 


H3: There is a statistically significant difference between 
the attitudes of Private Universities students towards 
learning English language and the years of their study. 


H4: There is a correlation between emotional, behavioural 
and cognitive aspects towards learning English as a second 
language. 


IL. LITERATURE REVIEW 


Attitude is considered to be one of the key factors one of the 
key successes for language learning, therefore several 
research studies have been conducted in the field of 
students’ attitudes towards learning language (Anwar, 
2017). Anwar, (2016) discussed the significant relation 
between the nature student and the importance of language 
use. Though, information regarding the language attitudes 
of students in Northern Iraq is not sufficient. Therefore, this 
research examines the students’ attitudes towards learning 
English at universities in the Kurdistan region of Iraq. 
Attitude has several definitions from the perspective of 
diverse aspects and contexts. Abdulla et al. (2017) defined 
Attitude as person’s belief regarding an attribute of 
executing the behaviour, prejudiced by assessments of 
attributes. Consequently, an individual has great belief that 
confidently valued consequences will outcome from. 
Anwar & Balcioglu, (2016) defined attitude as connected to 
an individual’s beliefs and values (Abdullah & Abdul 
Rahman, 2015). The Macmillan English Dictionary (2002) 
defined the attitude as “somebody's thoughts or emotional 
state regarding to something, particularly as exposed in their 
behaviour (Faraj et al. 2021). All individuals have some 
attitudes towards everything, it could be negative or positive 
therefore, pupils’ attitudes towards learning English will not 
vary with mentioned statement, pupils could have negative 
attitudes towards learning English language on the other 
hand they could have positive attitudes towards the English 
language (Hameed & Anwar, 2018). According to Damit et 
al. (2019), attitude is a complex psychological construct. 
According to Anwar & Ghafoor, (2017), There are many 
factors that play a role in students’ success, and attitude is 
considered as one of the most influential factors. Also, 
teachers’ attitude plays a role in teaching English language 
such as teachers’ commitment and motivation (Prabhu et al. 
2020). According to Anwar & Climis, (2017), Students’ 
attitude to the language is one of the personal variables that 
affect the learning of English language. Prabhu et al. (2019), 
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pointed out that attitude consist of three components: 
cognitive, affective and behavioural. The cognitive 
component includes the thoughts regarding the object of the 
attitude. The affective component is related to the 
individual’s emotions and feelings towards an object, and 
the behavioural component contains the propensity to 
accept specific learning behaviours (Ali, 2016). Anwar & 
Qadir, (2017) defined the attitude as "an implication created 
on the basis of a compound of beliefs about the attitude 
object". Abdullah & Rahman, (2015), argued the possibility 
of the three attitude components are so strictly 
interconnected. According to Van Els et al. (1984) 
discussed that no matter if three components or only. The 
link between all components is so strict that sufficient 
information on attitudes could be achieved by evaluating 
only a component. Abdullah, (2019) stated that language 
learning is linked to individual’s attitude towards the target 
language. Anwar & Louis, (2017) mentioned that positive 
language attitudes will have positive effects on learner to 
have positive direction towards learning language. Positive 
attitude will play positive role in learning language (Ali, 
2014), also will be the main key for success concerning 
learning language (as stated by (Ali & Anwar, 2021). 


Attitude towards Language Learning 


According to Khan & Abdullah, (2019) several social and 
psychological features and attitude of learning the language 
towards second language impact the capability of the 
learners. Baker concentrated on the significance of the study 
regarding the impact of attitude on learning language 
(Anwar & Abdullah, 2021). According to Prabhu et al. 
(2020) argued the importance of affective component and 
its effect on learning language behaviour, the main reason 
the importance of affective component such us values, 
interests and attitude of pupils related to effect of future 
behaviour. This explains the main reason of paying 
attention to positive attitudes for pupils towards learning 
language because positive attitude will have positive impact 
on pupil’s future learning (Ganeshkumar et al. 2019). 
According to Abdullah & Afshar, (2019) Pupil’s capability, 
strategy and attitude clarify their accomplishment for 
learning language. Abdullah & Rahman, (2015) mentioned 
that the capability of the pupils to learn a second language 
does not only effect by the language and mental skills, 
nonetheless likewise on the pupils’ attitudes and opinions to 
the aimed language. Also, they pointed that the perception 
of the attitude can improve the whole language learning 
process, inducing the environment of pupil’s belief and 
behaviours to the target language, its community and 
culture, and also it would classify their propensity to obtain 
the target language. Ali et al. (2021) pointed a theoretical 
model, concentrating on the significance of accompanying 
attitudinal study in the field of learning language. 
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Abdullah, (2018) showed that language education 
providers, scholars and pupils should recognize that a 
positive attitude and positive motivation of pupils enable 
language learning. Therefore, in case if the pupil does not 
have the propensity and concentration in obtaining the 
target language to connect with others, in such case pupil 
will face a negative attitude and not be encouraged and 
excited in language learning. Consequently, pupil’ attitudes 
might include in language learning, the reason is it might 
have the impact on their performance in obtaining the aimed 
language (Saleh et al. 2021). Othman & Abdullah, (2016) 
explain the present matters, pedagogical consequences and 
new instructions in belief regarding the language learning 
comprising cognitive, cultural, personal factors, contextual, 
affective, and social among which attitudes have a 
significant affect. There are many studies regarding the 
attitude towards the altered languages (Abdullah & Othman, 
2016), to varieties of English and other languages (Abdullah 
& Othman, 2021), on learners’ belief regarding learning the 
target language (Abdullah & Abdul Rahman, 2015). 


Many features of language attitude towards learning a new 
language have been explored and examined(Anwar & 
Abdullah, 2021) the following scholars have been studied 
different aspects of attitude and its impact on learning new 
language, for instance, Anwar & Shukur, (2015), studied the 
relationship between strategy of learning language and 
pupil’s attitude, Anwar & Abd Zebari, (2015), attitude and 
belief regarding learning aimed language, Anwar & 
Surarchith, (2015), attitudes towards learning language and 
language itself at tertiary and secondary stages, Anwar, 
(2017), using peers to learn English language as attitude 
aspect, Anwar, (2016), attitudes towards arguable practices 
between education providers and their pupils(Abdulla et al. 
2017). Anwar & Balcioglu, (2016) argued that the main 
objectives in educating pupils through contented and 
language combined learning models is to inspire learner’s 
positive attitude towards the aimed language. Based on the 
above mentioned it clarifies whether the objectives have 
been accomplished or not (Hameed & Anwar, 2018). Many 
decades ago, the studies of attitudes have been examined in 
different languages. Also, Anwar & Ghafoor, (2017), 
mentioned that there are many views regarding language 
attitudes, at the present time the most common view is an 
integration of 10 older opinions. This theory proposes that 
attitude towards altered languages is not stable nevertheless 
always varying and therefore there is no specific 
determination regarding attitudes towards learning 
language (Anwar & Climis, 2017). 


Aspects of Language Attitude 


According to Anwar & Qadir, (2017), Learning process is 
considered as a positive amendment in the person’s 
personality regarding the cognitive behavioural and 
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emotional attitude, meanwhile when an individual has 
learned a particular matter, therefore, an individual starts to 
behave and think in various ways and person’s belief has 
been distinguished. Moreover, beside cognitive method, the 
learning process also has psychological and social aspects 
(Anwar & Louis, 2017). Anwar & Abdullah, (2021) stated 
that attitude comprises three components; the first 
component is about the attitudes related to the cognitive 
component. This might include perception /belief regarding 
the situation or an object connected to the attitude. The 
second component is the evaluative component. This 
indicates that the situation/object connected to the attitude 
might produce dislike/like. The third component is related 
to the attitudes that have a behavioural component for 
instance; specific attitude tends to motivate pupils to accept 
specific learning behaviours (Anwar & Abdullah, 2021). 


Cognitive Attitude 


This aspect contains the belief of the language learners in 
terms of the information that they can gain and their 
sympathetic in the process of language learning. The 
cognitive aspect could be categorized into four phases of 
linking the earlier information and the new information, 
producing new information, examining new information, 
and implementing the new information in different 
circumstances (Anwar & Abdullah, 2021). 


Behavioural Aspect of Attitude 


The behavioural aspect determines the way an individual 
reacts and behaves in specific circumstances. In detail, the 
effective language learning improves the pupils to 
recognize themselves with the native English speakers and 
adopt or obtain numerous features of behaviours which 
describe the participants of the aimed language community. 
Anwar & Shukur, (2015) proved that, an individual with 
positive attitude will result with the demonstration of 
positive behaviour towards learning new language. Such 
individuals are perceived to be extra enthusiastic problem 
solving, to obtain the knowledge and competencies valuable 
for day-to-day life and to motivate emotionally (Anwar & 
Abd Zebari, 2015). 


Emotional Aspect of Attitude 


Anwar & Surarchith, (2015) argued that, learning process 
consider as an emotional process. Usually, it effects by 
several emotional elements. Choy &Troudi (2006), the 
education provider and his pupils involve in numerous 
emotional actions in it and diverse fruits of emotions are 
yield. Attitude could assist the pupils to show their feeling 
whether they dislike/like the matters or circumstances. It 
has been agreed that the internal emotion and feeling of 
learning new language affect their viewpoints and their 
attitude towards the aimed language (Anwar, 2017). 
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Ill. METHODOLOGY 


The purpose of this research is to investigate student's 
attitudes towards learning English language. The purposes 
of methodology are to explain research methodology, 
clarify the procedures that used in this research, define the 
measurements used in planning the instrument, explain data 
collection, and to provide a clear clarification of the 
Statistical method used in order to analyse data. A 
quantitative method used in order to analyse data gathered 
by the researcher. 


Design of the study 


The researcher used questionnaire in order to be able to 
analyze the current study. The questionnaire was divided 
into two sections, the first section consisted of demographic 
questions; starting with respondent’s age, gender and years 
of study. The second part of questionnaire consisted of 26 
questions regarding student's attitude towards learning the 
English language. 


Duration of the study: 


The researcher distributed questionnaires in hard copies in 
private Universities and particularly in the first and second 
years of the English department of Language College. 


Sampling Size and Target Population 


The aim of sample design is to clearly determine set of 
objectives, the sampling technique will be random sampling 
method, where all first- and second-year students in English 
department of the college of language in Private 
Universities will have equal chances of being selected for 
the sample. The English department currently has 
214students in first and second years. The population of this 
study will be 214 participants and the target population of 
this study is 138participants (as shown in the formula). The 
following formula presents the sample size calculation: 
z?xPx(1—P) 

c2 
Z = Z value (1.96 for 95% confidence level) 
p = percentage picking a choice 
c = confidence interval 


Sample size= 


; 1.96)?x0.5x(1-0.5 

Sample size Se el aa 
(0.05) 

0.9604 


0.0025 
Sample size = 384.16 





Sample size= 


Samplesize 
1+{S2mp esize—t} 
population 


New sample size= 


: 384.16 
New sample size= —7a3¢76=7) 

+{ 214 } 
New sample size= 138 participants 


Instrument for measuring (scales) 
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The questionnaire structured in the form of multiple-choice 
questions were designed by the researcher. The participants 
were asked to mark each item on five-point Likert scales. 
This research instruments were validated by earlier 
researchers to be appropriate for measuring student's 
attitude towards learning English language. 


IV. DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 


Demographic analysis 


Tablel: Age 
Age groups | Frequen | Perce Valid Cumulati 
cy nt Percent ve 

Percent 

18-20 68 49.3 49.3 49.3 

20-22 68 49.3 49.3 98.6 

23 and 2 1.4 1.4 100.0 

above 

Total 138 100.0 100.0 


As seen in table (1) the frequency and percentage of 
respondent's age, based on the statistical results of SPSS 
program, the researcher found the following results; 49.3% 
of respondents from total of 136 respondents fall into group 
18-20 years old, 49.3% of respondents from total of 136 
respondents fall into group 20-22 years old and 1.4% of 
respondents from total of 136 respondents fall into group 23 
years old and above. 


Table 2: Gender 


Gender | Frequen  Percen Valid Cumulativ 
groups cy t Percent e Percent 

Male 71 51.4 51.4 51.4 
Female 67 48.6 48.6 100.0 
Total 138 100.0 100.0 


As seen in table (2) the frequency and percentage of 
participant's gender in this study, according to SPSS 
program, the researcher was able to find out the following 
results; 51.4% of participants were male and 48.6% of 
participants were female. 


Table 3 Year of study 


Year groups | Frequency | Percen Valid Cumulativ 
t Percent e Percent 

Ist year 74 53.6 53.6 53.6 

2nd year 64 46.4 46.4 100.0 
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Total 138 — 100.0 100.0 


After analysing the demographic study, as for respondent's 
education level, the researcher found out the following 
results; 53.6% of respondents out of 136 were in the first 
year of the study and 46.4% of respondents out of 136 were 
in the second year of the study as shown in table (3). 


Data analysis 
Comparison Male/Female 


It was found that the comparison between the male and 
female in terms of their attitude towards the native English 
teacher. Their attitudes towards native English teachers 
were found to be positive. When learners were asked 
whether they would prefer to have native English speaker, 
eight male students rated as ‘disagree’, 19 male students 
rated as 'neutral', 37 male students rated as 'agree' and seven 
male students rated as 'strongly agree'. In terms of the 
female students' attitude; three female students rated as 
‘strongly disagree’, 12 female students rated as 'agree', 19 
female students rated as 'neutral', 37 female students rated 
as 'agree' and three female students rated as 'strongly agree'. 
The mean of Male group is 3.61 and mean of Female group 
is 3.37, this indicates that the majority of both groups were 
in agreement and preferred to have a native English teacher. 
The comparison between the male and female students' 
attitude towards motivation to speak in English. Male 
students' attitudes were found to be negative whereas female 
students’ attitudes were found to be positive. When learners 
were asked whether their teachers motivated them to speak 
in English, 10 male students rated as 'strongly disagree', 34 
male students rated as 'disagree', 17 male students rated as 
'neutral' and 10 male students rated as 'agree'. As for female 
students’ attitude; six female students rated as 'strongly 
disagree’, 16 female students as ‘disagree’, 12 female 
students rated as ‘neutral’, 25 female students rated as 'agree' 
and eight female students rated as 'strongly agree’. The mean 
of the male group is 2.38. This indicates that the majority of 
male students rated as ‘disagree’ as to whether they were 
motivated by their teachers to speak in English. The mean 
of the female group is 3.19, which indicates that the 
majority of female students rated as ‘agree’ concerning 
teacher's motivation to speak in English. According to the 
above results we can see the difference students’ attitudes 
towards their teachers and its motivation. The comparison 
between the male and female students’ attitude towards their 
engagement in dialogues. The attitudes of male students 
were found to be negative. When learners were asked 
whether their teachers engage them in dialogues for the 
practice of speaking skills: six male students rated as 
‘strongly’, 30 male students rated as ‘disagree’, 21 male 
students rated as 'neutral' and 14 male students rated as 
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‘agree’. As for female students’ attitude; three female 
students rated as ‘strongly disagree’, 21 female students 
rated as ‘disagree’ in, 14 female students rated as ‘neutral’, 
25 female students rated as ‘agree’ and 4 female students 
rated as 'strongly agree’. The mean of the male group is 2.61, 
which means that most of male students rated as 'disagree' 
in about the engagement of students in dialogues by their 
teacher for practising speaking skill. The mean of female 
group is 3.09, which means that most of female students 
rated as ‘agree’ in terms of students’ engagement in 
dialogues by their teacher for practising speaking skill. This 
shows the difference between male and female students' 
attitudes towards their engagement in dialogues by their 
teacher for practising speaking skill. As a result, it can be 
said that female students are engaged more in dialogues by 
their teacher for practising speaking skill. The attitudes of 
the male and female students towards the native English 
teachers were found to be negative as they thought those 
teachers were the source of difficulty. When learners were 
asked whether native English teachers make it more 
difficult to practise the English-speaking skills: eight male 
students rated as ‘strongly disagree’, 28 male students rated 
as ‘disagree’, 21 male students rated as 'neutral', 14 male 
students rated as ‘agree’. As for the female students’ attitude; 
three female students rated as ‘strongly disagree’, 20 female 
students rated as ‘disagree’, 16 female students rated as 
neutral, 25 female students rated as 'agree' and three female 
students rated as 'strongly agree’. The mean of male group 
is 2.58 whereas the mean of female group is 3.07. This 
indicates that the majority of the male students rated as 
‘disagree’ while the greatest part of female students rated as 
‘agree’. This means that the male and female students’ 
attitudes towards the same are different. Moreover, it was 
found that both male and female students prefer to study 
English. As for the distribution of students’ answers; four 
male students rated as ‘disagree’, 17 male students rated as 
‘neutral’, 28 male students rated as 'agree' and 22 male 
students rated as 'strongly agree’. As for the female students; 
two female students rated as ‘strongly disagree’, eight 
female students rated as ‘disagree’, 20 female students rated 
as ‘neutral’, 24 female students rated as 'agree' and 13 female 
students rated as ‘strongly agree’. The mean of male group 
is 3.96, which indicates that the majority of male students 
rated as 'agree' as to whether they prefer to study English. 
The mean of the female group is 3.57. This indicates that 
the majority of female students rated as agree. In other 
words, female students also prefer studying English to 
studying another language. The comparison between the 
male and female student's attitude towards the desirable of 
English subject were found to be positive. When learners 
were asked whether they prefer English subject than other 
subjects: four male students rated as ‘disagree’, 21 male 


IJELS-2021, 6(3), (ISSN: 2456-7620) 
https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijels.63.11 





Students’ Attitudes towards Learning English in the Kurdistan region of Iraq 


students rated as ‘neutral’, 27 male students rated as ‘agree’ 
and 19 male students rated as ‘strongly agree’. In terms of 
the female students’ attitude; six female students rated as 
‘disagree’, 13 female students rated as ‘neutral’, 26 female 
students rated as 'agree' and 22 female students rated as 
‘strongly agree’. The mean of male groups is 3.86 this 
indicates that the majority of male students rated as 'agree' 
concerning student's attitude towards the desirable of 
English subject comparing with other subjects and the mean 
of female group is 3.96 this indicates that the majority of 
female students rated as 'agree' concerning student's attitude 
towards the desirable of English subject comparing with 
other subjects. The comparison between the male and 
female students’ attitude towards learning Standard English 
were found to be negative. When learners were asked 
whether their teachers teach them how to write Standard 
English: five male students rated as ‘strongly disagree’, 31 
male students rated as ‘disagree’, 27 male students rated as 
‘neutral’ and eight male students rated as ‘agree’. in terms of 
the female students’ attitude: five female students rated as 
‘strongly disagree’, 21 female students rated as ‘disagree’, 20 
female students rated as 'neutral', 16 female students rated 
as 'agree' and five female students rated as ‘strongly agree’. 
The mean of male group is 2.54 this means that most of male 
students rated as ‘disagree’ concerning student's attitude 
towards learning standard English writing by their teacher, 
and the mean of female group is 2.93 this means that most 
of female students rated as ‘disagree’ concerning student's 
attitude towards learning standard English writing by their 
teachers as well. The comparison between the male and 
female students’ attitude towards students’ discussion and 
participation were found to be negative. When learners were 
asked whether their teachers allow them to discuss and ask 
any ambiguities in English: seven male students rated as 
‘strongly’, 31 male students rated as ‘disagree’, 20 male 
students rated as ‘neutral’ towards allowing students to 
participate in class discussion, 13 male students as ‘agree’. 
seven female students rated as 'strongly disagree’, 28 female 
students rated as ‘disagree’, 22 female students rated as 
‘neutral’ and 10 female students rated as ‘agree’. The mean 
of male group is 2.55 this means that many of male students 
rated as ‘disagree’ towards allowing students to participate 
in class discussion and the mean of female group is 2.52 this 
means that many of female students rated as ‘disagree’ 
towards allowing students to participate in class discussion. 
The comparison between the male and female students’ 
attitude towards feeling were found to be negative, when 
learners were asked whether they feel shy to practice their 
English skills in class discussions: two male students rated 
as ‘disagree’, 2 male students rated as neutral, 51 male 
students rated as ‘agree’ and 12 male students rated as 
‘strongly agree’. In terms of the female students’ attitude; six 
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female students rated as ‘disagree’ regarding, 15 female 
students rated as ‘neutral’, 41 female students rated as 'agree' 
and nine female students rated as 'strongly agree’. The mean 
of male group is 4.09 this means that the majority of male 
students rated as ‘agree' regarding feeling shy while 
practising English skill in class discussion and the mean of 
female group is 3.75 this means that the majority of female 
students rated as ‘agree’ regarding feeling shy while 
practising English skill in class discussion. The comparison 
between the male and female students’ attitude towards 
feeling comfortable were found to be negative for the male 
students and to be positive for the female students. When 
learners were asked whether their teachers make them 
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comfortable to participate in class discussions: five male 
students rated as ‘strongly disagree’, 25 male students rated 
as ‘disagree’, 31 male students rated as 'neutral', 10 male 
students rated as ‘agree’. 19 female students rated as 
‘disagree’, 28 female students rated as 'neutral' and 29 
female students rated as ‘agree’ regarding. The mean of male 
group is 2.65 this indicates that the majority of male 
students rated as ‘disagree’ towards feeling comfortable in 
class participation by their teacher while the mean of female 
group is 3.01 this indicates that the majority of female 
students rated as 'agree' towards feeling comfortable in class 
participation by their teacher. 


Table 4 The comparison between Male and Female students 












































































































































































































































I prefer native English teacher 
Comparison Male/Female 
Groups 1 2 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q1 | Male - 8 19 | 37 7 71 3.61 0.819 
Female 3 12 | 12 | 37 3 67 3.37 0.982 
My teacher motivates me to speak in English 
Comparison Male/Female 
Groups 1 2 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q2 Male 10 | 34 | 17 | 10 - 71 2.38 .900 
Female 6 16 | 12 | 25 8 67 3.19 1.196 
My teacher engages us in dialogues for the practice of speaking skills. 
Comparison Male/Female 
Groups 1 2 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q3 Male 6 | 30 | 21 14 - 71 2.61 0.902 
Female 3 | 21 | 14] 25 4 67 3.09 1.055 
Native English teacher makes more difficult for me to practise my English-speaking skills 
Comparison Male/Female 
Groups 1 2 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q4 Male 8 | 28 | 21 14 - 71 2.58 0.936 
Female 3 | 20 | 16 | 25 3 67 3.07 1.020 
I prefer English to the other languages 
Comparison Male/Female 
Groups 1 2 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q5 Male - 4 | 17 | 28 22 71 3.96 0.885 
Female 2 8 | 20 | 24 13 67 3.57 1.033 
I prefer English subject than other subjects 
Comparison Male/Female 
Groups 1 2 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q6 Male - 4 | 21 | 27 19 71 3.86 0.883 
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Female - 6 | 13 | 26 22 67 3.96 0.944 
































My teacher teaches me how to write standard English 


Comparison Male/Female 











Groups 1 2 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q7 Male 5 |31 |27 8 0 71 2.54 0.790 
Female 5 | 21) 20] 16 5 67 2.93 1.078 
































My teacher allows me to discuss and ask any ambiguities in English 
Comparison Male/Female 











Groups 1 2 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q8 Male 7 | 31) 20 | 13 - 71 2.55 0.907 
Female 7 | 28) 22 | 10 - 67 2.52 0.877 
































I feel shy to practice my English skills in class discussions 
Comparison Male/Female 











Groups 1 2 | 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q9 Male - | 2) 2 51 12 67 4.09 0.570 
Female - | 6]15| 41 9 71 3.75 0.788 
































My teacher makes me comfortable to participate in class discussions 


Comparison Male/Female 











Groups 1 2 3 4 5 Total Mean Std. Deviation 
Q10 Male 5 |25 |31 | 10 - 71 2.65 0.812 
Female - | 19 | 28 | 29 - 67 3.01 0.769 






































Correlation Analysis 


Table 5: Factor analysis 














Factor Questions Factor Number of 
loading% items 
Cognitive My teacher teaches me how to write standard English .912 3 
My teacher engages us in dialogues for the practice of | .904 
speaking skills. 482 
I prefer to be taught only in English 
Behavioural | I prefer to learn English to carry my tasks more .274 3 
efficiently 882 
I prefer English language than other languages 900 
I prefer English subject than other subjects 
Emotional I improve my reading skills by reading English .652 4 
newspapers or magazines 506 
I improve my English skills by watching English 863 


movies or series ai 
I improve my listening skills by listening to English , 


Radio 

















I cannot memorize English words 





Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis 
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Factor analysis determines essential variables that clarify 
the outline of associations within a set of perceived 
variables. Factor analysis is frequently used in reducing data 
to classify a small number of variables that clarify most of 
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the variance perceived in greater number of visible 
variables. Table (5) indicates that the cognitive factor has 
three items, behavioural factor also has three items and 
emotional factor has four items. 


Table 6 Correlation analysis cognitive, behavioural and emotional factors 


| 


Pearson Correlation 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
N 


Pearson Correlation 


Sig. (2-tailed) 


N 
Pearson Correlation 
Sig. (2-tailed) 


N 


**, Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 


In Table 6, the correlational analysis presents the values of 
the identified correlation tests. The strength of the 
relationship between variables are determined by the 
correlational analysis. According to the correlation test, the 
cognitive factor has negative correlation (r=.-.249" 
p<0.01) with the behavioural factor. The negative linear 
relationship between cognitive and behaviours is 
moderately strong. The cognitive factor has a negative 
correlation (r=.-.330°" p<0.01) with the Emotional. The 
negative linear relationship between cognitive and 
Emotional factors is moderately strong. The Behavioural 
factor has a negative correlation (r=.-.336"" p<0.01) with 
the Emotional. The negative linear relationship between the 
Emotional and behavioural factors is moderately strong. 


V. DISCUSSION 
Comparisons Male/female: 


The research seeks to answer the question whether students 
have positive attitude towards learning English and whether 
the attitude varies in terms of gender. The conclusion 
deriving from the study is as follows: 


Positive attitude of male students 


The majority of male students would prefer to have a native 
English teacher. The majority of male students preferred 
English language other than other languages. The majority 
of male students preferred English subject comparing with 
other subjects. The most of male students are able to 


IJELS-2021, 6(3), (ISSN: 2456-7620) 
https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijels.63.11 








memorize English words. The greatest parts of male 
students are interesting English material. The greatest parts 
of male students are improving their English skills by 
listening to English radio. The greatest parts of male 
students are improving their reading skills by reading 
English newspaper and magazines. The greatest parts of 
male students are improving their English skills by 
watching English movies or series. The greatest parts of 
male students are memorizing English words by pictures. 
The greatest part of male students would prefer to be taught 
only in English. The greatest parts of male and female 
students do not prefer to be taught in English and Kurdish 
at the same time. The greatest part of male students rated 
would like to learn English to carry their tasks more 
efficiently. The greatest part of male students stated that 
teaching English starts at first grade. 


Positive attitude of female students: 


The majority of female students would prefer to have a 
native English teacher. The majority of female students 
stated that their teachers motivate them to speak in English. 
Most of female students stated that that their teachers 
encourage them to be engaged in practising speaking skills. 
The greatest part of female students stated that native 
English teachers will facilitate learning English language. 
The majority of male students preferred English language 
other than other languages. The majority of female students 
preferred English subject comparing with other subjects. 
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The majority of female students are feeling comfortable in 
class participation by their teacher. The greatest parts of 
female students are interesting English homework. The 
greatest parts of female students are interesting English 
material. The greatest parts of female students are 
interesting in class activities. The greatest parts of female 
students are improving their English skills by listening to 
English radio. The greatest parts of female students are 
improving their reading skills by reading English 
newspaper and magazines. The greatest parts of female 
students are improving their English skills by watching 
English movies or series. The greatest parts of male and 
female students are memorizing English words by pictures. 
The greatest parts of female students would prefer to be 
taught only in English. The greatest parts of female and 
female students do not prefer to be taught in English and 
Kurdish at the same time.The greatest part of female 
students rated would like to learn English to carry their tasks 
more efficiently. The greatest part of female students stated 
that teaching English starts at first grade. 


Negative attitude of male students: 


The majority of male students stated that their teachers do 
not motivate them to speak in English. Most of male 
students stated that their teachers do not encourage them to 
be engaged in practising speaking skills. The greatest part 
of male students stated that native English teacher will not 
facilitate learning English language. The most of male 
students stated that their teachers do not teach them learning 
standard English.Many of female students stated that their 
teachers do not allow them to participate in class discussion. 
The majority of male students are feeling shy while 
practising English skill in class discussions. The majority of 
male students are not feeling comfortable in class 
participation by their teacher. The greatest parts of male 
students are interesting not English homework. The greatest 
parts of male students are not interesting in class activities. 
The greatest part of male students stated that their teachers 
are not organizing class activities in a proper way. 


Negative attitude of female students 


The most of female students stated that their teachers do not 
teach them learning standard English. Many of female 
students stated that their teachers do not allow them to 
participate in class discussion. The majority of female 
students are feeling shy while practising English skill in 
class discussion. Many of female students are not able to 
memorize English words. The greatest part of female 
students stated that their teachers are not organizing class 
activities in a proper way. 


Comparison first/ second year 


The research seeks to answer the question of student's 
attitude towards learning English language does it differ 
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between first and second year of university, after analysing 
data the researcher came to conclude; 


Positive attitude of first year students: 


The greatest part of first year students would like to imitate 
native speaker. The greatest part of first year students would 
prefer to consider English language as a official language in 
Northern Iraq. The majority of first year students agreed and 
preferred to have a native English teacher. The majority of 
first year students stated that their teachers motivate them to 
speak in English. Most of first year students stated that their 
teachers engage them in dialogues for practising speaking 
skill. The greatest part of first year students stated that 
native teachers will facilitate their English speaking skill. 
The majority of first year students would prefer English 
language comparing to other languages. The majority of 
first year students prefer English subject comparing with 
other subjects. The greatest part of first year students are 
interesting English material. The greatest part of first year 
students are improving their English skills by listening to 
English radio. The greatest part of second year students are 
improving their reading skills by reading English 
newspaper and magazines. The greatest part of first year 
students are improving their English skills by watching 
English movies or series. The greatest part of first year 
students are memorizing English words by pictures. The 
greatest part of first year students would like to be taught 
only in English. The greatest part of first year students rated 
are learning English to carry their tasks more efficiently. 
The greatest part of first year students stated that teaching 
English starts at first grade. The greatest part of first year 
students are able and willing to imitate native speaker. 


Positive attitude of second year students: 


The greatest part of second year students would prefer to 
consider English language as an official language in 
Northern Iraq. The majority of second year students agreed 
and preferred to have a native English teacher. The majority 
of second year students would prefer English language 
comparing to other languages. The majority of second year 
students prefer English subject comparing with other 
subjects. Most of second year students are able to memorize 
English words. The greatest part of second year students are 
interesting English homework. The greatest part of second 
year students are interesting English material. The greatest 
part of second year students are interesting in class 
activities. The greatest part of first year students is 
improving their English skills by listening to English radio. 
The greatest part of second year students is improving their 
reading skills by reading English newspaper and magazines. 
The greatest part of second year students is improving their 
English skills by watching English movies or series. The 
greatest part of second year students is memorizing English 
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words by pictures. The greatest part of first year students 
would like to be taught only in English. The greatest part of 
second year students rated are learning English to carry their 
tasks more efficiently. The greatest part of second year 
students stated that teaching English starts at first grade. The 
greatest part of second year students is able and willing to 
imitate native speaker. The greatest part of second year 
students would like to imitate native speaker. 


Negative attitude of first year students 


Most of first students stated that their teachers do not show 
the direction of learning Standard English writing. Many of 
first year students stated that their teachers do not allow 
them to participate in class discussion. The majority of 
second year students are feeling shy while practising 
English skill in class discussion. The majority of first year 
students are not feeling comfortable in class participation by 
their teacher. Most of first year students are not able to 
memorize English words. The greatest part of first year 
students are not interesting English homework. The greatest 
parts of fist year students are not interesting in class 
activities. The greatest part of second year students stated 
that their teachers do not organize their class activities in a 
proper way. The greatest part of first year students is getting 
confused when teacher teaches students in English and 
Kurdish at the same time. 


Negative attitude of second year students 


The majority of second year students stated that their 
teachers do not motivate them to speak in English. Most of 
first year students stated that their teachers do not engage 
them in dialogues for practising speaking skill. The greatest 
part of second year students stated that native teachers will 
not facilitate their English-speaking skill. Most of second 
students stated that their teachers do not show the direction 
of learning Standard English writing. Many of second year 
students stated that their teachers do not allow them to 
participate in class discussion. The majority of second year 
students are feeling shy while practising English skill in 
class discussion. The majority of second year students are 
not feeling comfortable in class participation by their 
teacher. The greatest part of second year students stated that 
their teachers do not organize their class activities in a 
proper way. The greatest part of second year students is 
getting confused when teacher teaches students in English 
and Kurdish at the same time. 


Correlation analysis 


According to the correlation test, it has been found out that 
cognitive has negative correlation (r=.-.249"" p<0.01) with 
Behaviour. Concerning the negative of the linear 
relationship is moderately strong between cognitive and 
behaviour, cognitive has negative correlation (r=.-.330"" 
p<0.01) with Emotional. Concerning the negative of the 
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linear relationship is moderately strong between cognitive 
and Emotional, and Behavioural has negative correlation 
(r=.-.336°" p<0.01) with Emotional. Concerning the 
negative of the linear relationship is moderately strong 
between Emotional and behaviour, therefore hypotheses 
four supported. 


VI. CONCLUSION 


Many students have negative attitudes towards English. 
This indicates that students are not aware of the significance 
of the English language. ‘Attitude’ is considered as a 
necessary factor in language learning. Therefore, it is 
important to create a positive atmosphere in English classes 
to develop positive attitude in learners. University lecturers 
should take account of the beliefs, feelings and behaviours 
of the learners of English. Students’ attitudes significantly 
vary with respect to their gender and the years of language 
education that they have had. This evidently emphasizes the 
need for particular attention in this area. Based on the 
statistical results, the researcher came to the conclusion that 
current students have negative attitude towards the learning 
English language; therefore, the first hypothesis is 
supported. As it can be seen in the following tables, the 
comparison of male attitudes towards learning English with 
those of females indicates the significant difference 
between the two. Thus, it can be stated that the second 
hypothesis is supported. 


Recommendations 


Concerning the negative attitude towards learning English, 
the university lecturers are recommended to establish a 
motivating feeling in the learners of English to promote the 
students’ positive attitudes towards learning English. 
Lecturers also should highlight the significance of learning 
English. This could be attained by applying proper activities 
and methods of teaching English effectively. Moreover, 
lecturers should provide students with recent English 
materials additionally to their English books. This will aid 
lecturers in attracting students’ attention to learning English 
effectively. Furthermore, university lecturers should take 
into their consideration the role of gender in language 
learning, verifying their methods of teaching to enhance 
students’ attitude and motivation. Considering the results of 
the study: 


e It is recommended that lecturers should teach 
Standard English to the English language 
learners. 

e Lecturers should motivate and allow students to 
participate in class discussions. 

e Lecturers should provide a positive and 
comfortable class environment, so students will 
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feel more relaxed to practise their English skill in 
class discussion. 

e Lecturers should also organize appropriate class 
activities. 
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